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a Senate which is responsible for academic matters and is
assisted by five standing committees dealing with the
various departments of university business. Another im-
portant development has been the formation of a University
Quarter, by bringing the constituent colleges and univer-
sity departments as far as possible together in one district,
and grouping them round the central buildings of the
University. This scheme was set in motion in 1920, when
a considerable area in Bloomsbury was acquired by the
University, and a large administrative building was erected
close to the British Museum and not far from University
College. All these things have helped to give the University
of London some sort of unity, and a soul of its own; but it
can hardly be said that its constitutional problems have been
fully solved.1 It has a special significance among our
universities in that, more perhaps than any other, it attracts
students from all parts of the world. This helps to make it
par excellence the imperial, or even the international, univer-
sity; and that, after all, is one of the most characteristic
traits of ther university from its earliest origins in the Middle
Ages.

The training of teachers has during the twentieth century
become increasingly the concern of universities. The insti-
tution of 'day training colleges* in 1890 had given pros-
pective elementary-school teachers a chance to read for
degrees; though many of those who graduated by this
means found their way, as we have seen, into the post-1902
secondary schools. At first the course was a 'concurrent* one
and included both preparation for the degree and training
in teaching. It was a system which bore heavily on the
student and tended sometimes to encourage neglect of the
professional part of the course. In 1911, therefore, a four-

1 Cf. Flexner, Universities, pp. 231-2: "I confess myself unable to understand in
what sense the University of London is a university at all. It is a line drawn about an
enormous number of different institutions of heterogeneous quality and purpose."